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that they did and as father and son they linked over the century these two cities
together.
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BOOK REVIEW
SURGERY IN INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. By Wallace M. Dennison, M.D.
(Glas.), F.R.C.S.(Edin.), F.R.C.S.(Glas.) Second Edition. (Pp. xvi+597; figs.
340. 70s). Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingtone, 1967.
THIS second edition of a useful and well-received handbook, first published in 1958, has
been eagerly awaited. Since the first edition was published the senior author-Matthew
White (one of the founders of paediatric surgery in the British Isles) has died. The new
edition is largely the work of Mr. Dennison, but it is also a handbook of the policy and
practice of the large Glasgow centre of paediatric surgery and a reflection of the very great
general experience of that centre. The author has been assisted by many distinguished col-
leagues in paediatric surgery in Glasgow, and by other colleagues from those other branches
of Medicine that are engaged in the treatment of children.
The author emphasises that the book is intended for senior and medical students, family
doctors and hospital junior medical staff as well as for nurses and midwives, and not for
specialist paediatric, orthopaedic or plastic surgeons. For these categories of readership this
well-written, well-designed, and well-produced book provides an excellent introduction to the
elements of paediatric surgery, and goes a very long way to redressing the imbalance of current
teaching and text books in general surgery and paediatrics with regard to the surgery of the
neonate, infant and child.
The first nine chapters are concerned with general aspects of surgery in childhood, parti-
cularly in the neonate, covering such aspects as cancer, anaesthesia, surgery in the newborn
and elective surgery. There is a particularly useful chapter on trauma which deals with many
of the types of injury peculiar to this age group which are usually ignored in the standard
texts and which give rise to much difficulty for casualty officers new to children's work. The
rest of the book is along formal, systematic lines, and covers the whole range of general
surgery, including reference to elementary orthopaedic, maxillo-facial and thoracic surgery.
There are no serious omissions, and reviewed in the light of the author's intentions there
can be no serious criticisms of the substance, while minor criticism in detail from the point
of view of a specialist paediatric surgeon would be inappropriate. It is profusely and usefully
illustrated, and of particular merit are the carefully selected and very up to date references
for more advanced reading.
This book can be highly recommended for essential reading for all grades of junior hospital
staff, whose work to any extent involves children. It would also be of particular value to
paediatric nurses in training, and a sound and easily read text on paediatric surgery for
higher examinations in surgery and child health.
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